History
A LONG

INTO

Long Bay

1

How we got here

B each

Rd Ext
e

nsion

4

a
Be

en

var

Rd

Proposed
Glenvar Ridge Road
Rd

St

ey

Ave

a

De

Rd

Cr

in

ee

ar

d
t R

d
Gle nv ar R

Gl

en

var

St

Rd

h Rd

rn

wi

ac

la

k R
d

k Dr
wic
M

as

d
Stre

LONG BAY

Re

K il

r
il l i a m D

ty

ep

Co

w
Fi tz

n
Cou

nui

TORBAY
st

2

Rd

Rd

Gl

ch

r

A Māori midden
at 221 Glenvar Road –
initially thought to be
a storage pit site.
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While the artefacts themselves
were common to the time and do
not hold great intrinsic value, they
do provide an insight into the dayto-day lives of those living there.
This brochure provides a highlevel summary of what was
found. The full archaeologist’s
report is available from Auckland
Council and Heritage New
Zealand Pouhere Taonga.
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Charles CholmondeleySmith’s property
and the location of his
tobacco drying shed that
he later turned into a
winery and vineyard.
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Previous archaeological
investigations as part of the Long
Bay Structure Plan had identified
three sites that would be
affected by Glenvar Ridge Road,
warranting further research.
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Māori midden sites
on the Long Bay headland
mostly protected in the
heritage reserve.

From August 2015 to July
2017, archaeological fieldwork
at different sites and times,
uncovered evidence of Māori
occupation dating back to c14501850, and European artefacts
dating back to the late 1800s.
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As part of its approvals for the
construction of Glenvar Ridge
Road, Auckland Transport
commissioned an archaeologist to
investigate and capture the history
of the area affected by works.
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Alexander Pannill’s ditch
and bank fence system
which was investigated in the
Long Bay Property housing
development to the east.
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Glenvar Ridge Road has been
built to connect the development
with the existing network.
The road will open in 2019.
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The seaside community of Long
Bay is undergoing a radical urban
transformation with a new town
centre, and one of the country’s
largest residential projects above
the Long Bay Regional Park,
scheduled for completion in 2019.
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Pannill’s
Farm
Ditch and bank
field system
In the absence of milled
timber for post and rail
fences, Alexander Pannill
between 1864 and 1877,
constructed a ditch and bank
network system to mark
the boundaries of his farm.
These boundary systems
were relatively common in
the Auckland region and
elsewhere in New Zealand.
The farm was originally
part of a large block of land
(approximately 90,000
hectares) which first passed
into European hands in 1841
– known as the Mahurangi
Purchase. During the 1840s to
1850s, this larger block was
subdivided into allotments
and sold to settlers.
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A whole farm ditch and bank field
system, such as that at Long Bay,
had not been archaeologically
recorded before. These
investigations concluded that:
• The ditches and banks were
most likely constructed as
a whole system – although
parts further west (outside
the areas actually owned
by Alexander Pannill) may
have been added later.
• The construction of the ditch
was rough and varied in width
and slightly in direction.
• Some gateways can
be detected from early
aerial photographs and
in the excavations.
• No artefacts were found in the
ditches although shell midden
was found in one area, which
is thought to be a meal eaten
by the Māori farm workers.

Searching for the western extent
of the ditch and bank system
It was not known how far
westward the network
extended. Infrared photography
appeared to show two linear
anomalies along the western
property boundary.
The topsoil was stripped in this
area, but no evidence of ditches
were found. It was concluded that
the ditch and bank fence system
most likely ended
at the steep-sided
stream that flows
from a spring near
Glenvar Road north
to Vaughan’s Stream.

Small additional sections
of this system may still
exist in some Glenvar Road
properties, but the visible
parts of this system lie in
the Heritage Protection
Zone overlooking Long
Bay, and the site of the
original Pannill homestead.

Archaeologist
Brent Druskovich
excavating part of the
ditch and bank network
on Pannill’s farm
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Māori middens
Previous archaeological
investigations in the area found
a series of middens on the Long
Bay headland overlooking the
beach, which suggested there
had been Māori occupation. We
know from radiocarbon dating
that these middens spanned
a period from 1450-1800.
However, the scarcity of artefacts
indicates these were most likely
temporary campsites occupied on
several occasions, where meals
of cockles, shellfish and fish were
cooked and eaten. Evidence
suggests that the shellfish beds
provided a regular food source
and were frequently harvested, as
shown by the relative consistent
size of the cockles (20-30mm).

Māori ‘pit or
midden’ site
For the Glenvar Ridge Road
approvals, an excavation was
undertaken at 221 Glenvar. The
main evidence was a rectangular
hollow in the ground observed
during the original archaeological
survey, which suggested that it
was a Māori pit site. Subsequently
the hollow was found to be the
location of a burnt kauri tree, but
alongside was a small hāngi with
crushed midden shell, dating
sometime between 1640-1810.

FARM FENCE
MĀORI
MIDDEN

WINERY

VINEYARD

Archeological site
 esignation line D
Glenvar Ridge Road
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Glen Var
Tobacco drying shed,
winery and vineyard
Glenvar Ridge Road crosses
land once owned by Captain
Charles Cholmondeley-Smith
– which he named Glen Var. It
was necessary to gain a better
understanding of the location of
the homestead, tobacco drying /
winery shed, any related historic
rubbish pits and the vineyard.

An enterprising man

Captain Cholmondeley-Smith came to Auckland
in 1854, married Sarah Littledyke in 1859 and
together they produced 14 children. He appears
to have been an enterprising man and embarked
on a series of ventures in farming, tobacco
manufacturing, and viticulture.
But timing was not always on his side.
In 1859 an outbreak of scab amongst his flock of
sheep at his Long Bay farm brought his farming
aspirations to an end. The family moved to Auckland
where the captain took up teaching.
In 1874 he purchased Lot 32 at Glen Var where he
built a pit-sawn kauri homestead and experimented
with tobacco manufacturing, in a two-storey
drying shed he constructed near the homestead.
However, due to a downturn in the tobacco growing
business he had to find a new use for the large
drying sheds and other buildings and turned to
viticulture – a burgeoning industry in New Zealand.
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The wine was marketed under the
name Glen Var Wine Company,
which was Auckland’s first
winery and won several awards
in the late 1890s. In 1903 it
merged with the Vinelands Wine
Company of Remuera but due
to the Temperance movement
they went out of business.

Tobacco drying / winery shed

In preparation for the excavation
of the tobacco drying shed, winery
and vineyard site types which
had not been archaeologically
investigated in New Zealand
before, additional
research was
used to identify
the types of
materials and
features that
might be
encountered.

Little evidence was found that
clearly related to this period,
apart from the screw of a wine
press, the step from a wagon,
some broken vessels, and
possibly porter beer bottles
dumped on the terrace below
the shed. Evidence was also
found of unsuccessful attempts
to drain the lower terrace.

The shed was first built in 1874
and showed the footprint typical
of tobacco drying sheds of the
period. Archival evidence related
the conversion to a winery, and
occasional use of the building as
a local hall from 1885 to 1903.
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Excavation started on the lower
ridge. There were a few historic
items in the topsoil, a shallow
drain and lots of tree roots may
indicate there was a stand of
trees. A number of artefacts,
such as ceramics, glass metal and
brick were found in the hollow
formed by fallen trees, as well as
fragments of
shell mortar
from the
foundations of
a 20th century
milking shed.
In the Higher
Terrace 11
postholes
were found –
some of which held fragments
of wood. There were numerous
plough marks visible in the silty
clay. Throughout there was a
scatter of historic artefacts.
The Lower Terrace was more
varied and prolific in features

Vineyard
and artefacts, which included
19 drains, 13 postholes and
three rubbish pits. The materials
found were mainly ceramic,
glass, metal, and bricks. Two
dumps of stoneware and glass
bottles were found and the
metal mounting steps of a 19th
century horse-drawn wagon.
The Higher Ridge
contained the
tobacco drying
shed that was
converted into the
winery. Two lines
of six postholes,
most with
fragments of the
original puriri posts, 2m apart
marked a building 10m long and
5.5m wide. A machine foundation,
the edge of the concrete floor
of the milking shed and several
rubbish pits were also discovered.
These all related to the early
20th century milking shed.

In determining the presumed
location of the vineyard, the
archaeological team focused on
the ground west of the entrance to
Glenvar Ridge Road. They needed
to wait until the trees had been
cut down, services removed and
additional Geotech pits excavated.
This meant the ground was
very disturbed and as the works
only required the topsoil to be
removed, it was not possible to
view the subsoil where there
may have been evidence of
postholes and vine roots.
After the topsoil was removed,
fabric was to be laid and the
foundation stone for the wider
road. If any evidence of the
vineyard still exists it is buried
beneath the road.
However, close examination of
aerial photographs suggest that
some evidence may still exist in the
garden of one adjacent property.

to Homestead
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What next ?
The archaeological investigations at Glenvar
Ridge Road have revealed a rich and varied
history of the area. Not only broadening
our understanding of Māori occupation, but
also providing an insight into the challenges
early settlers faced in developing industries.
A selection of artefacts from the tobacco
drying period and 19th century winery can
be viewed at the Vaughan Homestead.
For more information on the Glenvar Ridge
Road project and to download a copy of the
full archaeologist’s report, visit AT.govt.nz
and search for ‘Glenvar Ridge Road.’
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