
Harbourmaster’s Direction 1-20 
Downtown Ferry Terminal Basin 

Purpose 
To ensure the safety of navigation by: 

i) Removing conflict between competing user groups at certain busy periods.

ii) Ensuring no unexpected wash creates a hazard to vessels manoeuvring.

This direction updates and supersedes previous Harbourmaster Direction 1-16. 

Application 
This direction applies to all vessels, with the exception of passenger ferries. 

Exemptions 
The Harbourmaster may, upon written application, issue an exemption for a time period, vessel or 
specific class of vessels. This will be done on a case-by-case basis, and only where the overall 
harbour safety standards can be maintained. 

Location 
The Downtown Ferry Terminal Basin includes all waters contained between Princes and Queens Wharves 
and extends to 50 metres north of the northern end of the wharves. 



 

 

 

 
Conduct of vessels 

1) No vessel of 500 gross tonnage or greater shall operate, test or otherwise use any 
manoeuvring or propulsion equipment without a pilot onboard unless the vessel has the prior 
written permission of the Harbourmaster. 

2) The Master and/or Pilot of a vessel of 500 gross tonnage or greater when testing propulsion or 
manoeuvring equipment within the Downtown Ferry Terminal Basin shall broadcast an “all 
ships” warning on VHF Ch 12 prior to undertaking the testing, and a further message to confirm 
completion of the test. 

3) The Master and/or Pilot of a vessel of 500 gross tonnage or greater having completed a 
berthing manoeuvre, or about to commence a departure manoeuvre within the Down Town 
Ferry Terminal Basin shall broadcast an “all ships” message on VHF Ch 12 stating the fact. 

4) Between the hours of 07:30 to 09:00 hours and 16:30 to 18:00 hours daily (excluding Saturday 
and Sunday); 

a) No vessel of 500 gross tonnage or greater shall; 

i) Manoeuvre within the downtown ferry terminal basin, 

ii) Operate any propulsion or manoeuvring equipment. 

Limitations 
Every vessel shall observe maritime rules, bylaws and codes: 

 
 

i) Maritime Rule 22; and 
 

ii) Auckland Council Navigation Safety Bylaws; and 
 

iii) Harbourmaster Directions. 
 

Harbourmaster’s Office 
Ph: (09) 362 0397, email: Harbourmaster@AT.govt.nz  
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