Keeping Safe Speeds:

Will AT exercise timely wisdom on a course correction?

Téna koe e te heamana Richard
Kia ora koutou katoa.

Thank you for the opportunity to present today. We’re here as partners and supporters of your
award-winning road safety programme, asking AT to consider all options to keep safe
speeds with community support.

I’'m Pippa Coom, I'm here today as a volunteer. | co-launched Vision Zero NZ in 2016 with Walk
Auckland, Cycle Action Network and Brake, the road safety charity when | was Waitemata Local
Board deputy chair. In 2020 | joined Councillor Darby and AT here at HQ in unveiling the 30kmh
signage.

And, I’'m Marie Guerreiro, Executive Director of All Aboard Aotearoa.

We are presenting today on behalf of All Aboard, Bike Auckland, Walk Auckland, Living Streets
Aotearoa and Brake the road safety charity. We are joined by representatives from communities
across the city,[ including Meadowbank Residents Association, Waterview Bike Train, Grey Lynn
Residents Association, Point Chevalier, Manurewa community members either here in person or
online. We are all deeply concerned about the impending safe speed reversals.

We appeal to you to exercise your leadership and wisdom on this matter, given there are
several huge red flags from a governance perspective.

Firstly, the scale of what AT is about to do should be a giant red flag to everyone involved.
Over 1500 streets across the city are swept up in AT’s broad interpretation of the Speed Rule.

What’s more, everyone can see that many of the affected areas feature lots of short streets,
narrow streets, and cul-de-sacs — where 50km/h has never been a safe and appropriate speed,
and is not the normal operating speed, either.

This alone tells us there is a flaw in how AT is applying the rule.

Note we are talking about residential streets NOT busy thoroughfares for frequent traffic, freight
and tradies. We're talking about neighbourhoods: small and contained local areas where
people understand and support safe and consistent speed limits. [ Here are examples of
safe speed zones - Pt Chevalier and Waterview. Manurewa. Kelston and TeAtatl/ Glendene]



The second red flag: the outcome of the planned rollbacks will be both dangerous and
confusing. As an example, here’s what Freemans Bay looks like now... and here’s what it will
look like on 1 July under the current proposal. Note the 30 km sign on Ponsonby Streets on the
left outlined in orange - this is a location AT has already confirmed was included in error.

Freemans Bay Safe Speed Zone: AFTER 1 July
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The third red flag: This poses major reputational harm to your organisation — locally and
internationally to act so out of line with your strategies and guard rails including:

e Statutory requirement fo contribute to an effective, efficient and safe Auckland land
transport system in the public interest

e Commitment to road safety, including Vision Zero, your statement of intent to reduce
harm with speed limit reductions around schools and communities; and The Auckland
Plan 2050 vision of a safe transport network free from death and serious injury

e Safe System planning, which is evidence-led and grounded in subject-matter expertise

e Commitment to public consultation and information, which underpinned Safe
Speeds rollout

e Commitment to emissions reductions, including ‘supercharging’ walking and cycling

e Overwhelming support from governing body, local boards and public for Safe Speeds

We repeat: you have overwhelming support for your award-winning safe speeds programme.
Less than 5 months ago, you proudly received an international award for your outstanding
achievements that align with international best practice.



This must be a very hard place to be. We note that your CEO has confirmed to Council that AT
opposes these reversals.

FORTUNATELY, the Minister has recently opened the door to a more reasoned approach

As we are sure you are aware, the Minister recently confirmed that the Speed Rule indeed
allows for “local authorities and NZTA to retain safer speed limits of 30 km/h where there
is strong community support, especially around schools and aged-care facilities”. He cited
Hamilton City Council (HCC) as an example of a Road-Controlling Authority that “has already
started” this process.

Here’s what we know:
Hamilton consulted along similar lines to Auckland, including mentioning schools among
the many other community reasons for safer speeds.

The Speed Rule does say permanent 30 km/h limits can be kept on sections of road in front of
the school gate, IF these sections adjoin a stretch of road with a permanent 30 km/h limit that
was not implemented for school reasons.

We understand Hamilton’s interpretation — which the Minister gives the nod to — considers how
30km/h limits were implemented in communities. Specifically, does speed signage mention
schools at all? In most cases, the 30km/h signage in a given area conveys that these are
neighbourhood safe speeds. By contrast, the school streets have distinct and separate signage.

Here are a couple of Auckland examples, showing gateway signs to school streets in
Blockhouse Bay and Western Springs. Followed by an example from one of your safe speed
zones, near Pt Chevalier Beach — where 30 signage on poles and on the road reminds drivers
to stick to the limit... with no mention of a nearby school.

We'd also like to table the Point Chevalier’'s community assessment in support of keeping the
peninsula 30km/h, as a template for the approach that is available to AT. This is a particularly
compelling example given the recent investment to make the main roads safer for walking and
cycling. Now that the community is finally through the roadworks and able to enjoy all the
benefits of the new streetscape — raising nearby speed limits overnight would make the area
less safe for all.

In light of this knowledge, you now have the opportunity — and the responsibility — to apply this
common sense test to ALL your safe speed zones. This is especially urgent as we know AT
has already acknowledged including streets that should not have been included.

A crucial point, for avoidance of any doubt: Contrary to what you were advised at your
February meeting, HCC used very similar, if not stronger, consultation language to AT with
extensive comms regarding safe school zones.

Of course it should go without saying that AT did the right thing communicating the benefits of
wider neighbourhood safe speed zones for school children, amongst other community
members. But please be very clear that, as the Hamilton and Dunedin approaches confirm,



mention of a nearby school in AT comms does not justify or require reversing all safe speeds
in a given area.

Crucially public support is strong for safe speed zones. Just to give a few examples : Public
support across the board remains strong, and is stronger when people are informed that safer
speeds have saved lives [examples on the slide].

e June 2024, a Verian survey for AT showed more people support speed reductions than
oppose them across Auckland, and support had increased since 2023.

e After being informed about the decrease in deaths and serious injuries on roads where
speed limits have been reduced, support for the speed limit reductions rose to 61% and
opposition fell.

e Strong support across the Albert-Eden Local Board Area: Support for the Phase 2
consultations on safe speeds ranged from 70% in Mt Eden/ Sandringham/ Balmoral to
93% in Mt Albert, with 76% support in Point Chevalier near Pasadena Intermediate and
83% support in Waterview.

e Strong support in Meadowbank / Orakei Local Board: In the 2021 consultation, 71% of
Meadowbank residents supported safer speeds in their community. Support for speed
reductions continues to outweigh opposition in the Orakei Local Board area (Verian,
2024).

e Strong and consistent support from schools: 78% of school leaders in Auckland support

permanent safe speed zones around schools.

Before | hand back to Marie to wrap up | would like to make the observation that the news out of
Dunedin just yesterday that they intend to keep their safe speed zones around schools
highlights this is not just about understanding the Hamilton approach. AT is a weird outlier,
completely out of step with all other RCA's who are working hard to do the right thing by children
and give communities what they want.

This also tells us the streets you decide to notify for reversal isn’t about just “following the law” ;
With the change of facts it is about leadership. It is about a critical moment of governance to
reassess your approach in the light of new information and in the knowledge of the agonies this
is causing the community and on going waste of energy and resources that could all be directed
to making our streets safer for everyone.

In summary we ask you to:

1. Immediately direct and support staff to urgently review AT's analysis — to identify any errors,
and to apply the Hamilton approach wherever possible to limit the number of planned reversals

2. Work with NZTA to retain existing speed limits where there is public support to do so and
where the evidence confirms the safe operating speeds for our neighbourhoods around schools
is 30km/h

3. Discuss with the Minister the common sense technical amendments needed to the Speed
Rule including allowing 30k as an option for urban roads so AT can re-consult from 1 July as
necessary



Thank you for this opportunity to publicly highlight how AT can and must make a course
correction to retain safe speeds with community support. Ultimately, this is about listening to

your communities and making choices prioritising the safety and well-being of everyone who
calls Auckland home.

We look forward to working with you to help everyone move forward together.



To: CEO Dean Kimpton

Cc: AT Board Chair Richard Leggat and AT Board members

Mayor Wayne Brown

Cr Andy Baker, Chair of Transport, Resilience and Infrastructure Committee
Albert-Eden Councillors (Cr Fletcher and Cr Fairey)

Albert-Eden Local Board members

Helen White, MP for Mt Albert

27 April 2025
Dear Mr Kimpton,

We write from Point Chevalier, where to our great concern Auckland Transport is preparing
to raise all existing 30km/h speed limits in our neighbourhood to 50km/h. We write as
members of AT’s original Community Liaison Group for the recent streetscape upgrades.
The supporting material explains why we're asking AT to review its analysis and work with
the Minister to find a way to retain existing limits with community support.

We are asking you to urgently review the process that led to this, as there is now clear
ministerial direction that cities can keep safe speeds with community support, and
further, we believe Point Chevalier’'s 30km/h streets have been swept up in error by AT.

As we detail in the attached document:
e These speed limits are community-led and neighbourhood-based
These speed limits suit our streets and how we use them
This includes Point Chevalier Rd north of Meola Rd
The Bird Streets are the exception that proves the rule
Signage supports the rationale that these are neighbourhood safe speeds
Our safe speeds should be retained, with community consultation if required

In a follow-up message, we’ll share results from our current local outreach, confirming the
strong expectation that communities should have a say before any changes are made.

This is a test of common sense: the 30 km/h limits are working to keep people safer, and
make our neighbourhood nicer for residents and visitors alike. They support the significant
and growing number of people of all ages who walk and cycle in our community, among the
highest in the city according to Census data.

Moreover, our 30km/h streets are a vital complement to our recently refreshed main routes,
which major investment has made safer and more accessible for everyone. Raising the
speed limits on neighbouring streets would make our everyday travels less safe for all of us,
just as we are all starting to enjoy the full benefits of the new streetscape, at last.

You yourself have confirmed to Auckland Council that Auckland Transport opposes these
mandated reversals. We do understand the new Rule makes it harder for urban road-
controlling authorities to keep existing speeds, even when the evidence shows they are
working and there is strong community support, while rural communities do have that option.



https://youtu.be/hOievd9K5H8?si=6ygYh4CPINsUNX4g&t=3023
https://youtu.be/hOievd9K5H8?si=6ygYh4CPINsUNX4g&t=3023

Fortunately, Minister Chris Bishop has recently confirmed in the House (citing Hamilton as
an example) that he believes urban councils can keep existing speeds.

We therefore ask:

1) Please confirm you are working with the Minister on behalf of Aucklanders, to
clarify and apply the process for retaining existing speed limits.

2) Please immediately review AT’s interpretation as applied to Point Chevalier,
where we believe AT’s approach is broader than necessary.

We kindly request your urgent response and action on both points, so communities like ours
can confidently keep our stress-free streets if we wish to. If this requires further consultation,
so be it — but we trust you already have all the evidence you need. We would be happy to
work with you on this.

Yours sincerely,
Walter Dendl, Jolisa Gracewood, Mark Johnson, Heidi O’Callahan, Nic Rowan

For reference: proposed speed reversals in Point Chevalier
Green streets are currently 30km/h and are set to revert to 50km/h. Dotted pink lines indicate
the proposed variable (time-limited) 30km/h zones at school gates.
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https://www.parliament.nz/en/pb/hansard-debates/rhr/document/HansS_20250410_050880000/5-question-no-5-transport

Why we’re asking Auckland Transport to review its planned
reversal of 30km/h limits across Point Chevalier

It is our understanding that a key issue is the new Speed Rule requires 30km/h limits that
were implemented with “a school in the area as a reason” to revert to the previous higher
speed (in this case, 50km/h across our peninsula suburb) from 1 July 2025.

We understand that Auckland Transport is unusual in taking the broadest interpretation of
“school as a reason”, impacting a disproportionate 1500 streets.

Looking at AT’s citywide map of proposed reversals, many neighbourhoods that will be
affected - including ours - are home to lots of short streets and cul-de-sacs, where 50km/h is
neither the usual operating speed, nor a safe and appropriate speed. This alone suggests a
flaw in the Rule and/or AT’s application of it.

We also suggest that the 30km/h limits in Point Chevalier could have been implemented
independently of the presence of a school in the area and regardless of whether AT
mentioned school children when communicating the benefits. Therefore we do not believe
that these streets need qualify as ‘specified roads’ for mandated speed reversal.

These speed limits are community-led and neighbourhood-based

e Point Chevalier has a long history of calling for traffic-calming and safer streets,
sparked by decades of speeding, crashes and damage to people and properties.

e Please see the attached timeline for representative news stories, images, and
examples of recent crashes that have motivated these calls for safer streets.

e The 30km/h speed limits are thus locally understood as a welcome and overdue
response to long-standing calls for safety on all our streets, not just around schools.

These speed limits suit our streets and how we use them

e Many of our 30km/h streets are short side streets and cul-de-sacs where the
operating speed was already below 50km/h, and where it would be reckless (and
also pointless) to aim for 50km/h. So the 30km/h limits are seen as AT affirming and
reinforcing our local norms, as well as best practice for safety.

e Many of these 30km/h streets are quite some distance from local schools. Among our
30km/h streets that are more than 600m from the nearest school (a ten-minute walk
for a child) are: Bangor St, Berridge Ave, Boscawen St, Bungalow Ave, Edith St,
Formby Ave, Harbour View Rd, Hawea Rd, Joan St, Johnstone St, Katoa St,

Kenneth Small Cres, Lynch St, Maranui Ave, Maryland St, Muripara Ave, Neville St,
Rama Rd, St Francis Cres, Wainoni Ave, and Walker Rd.


https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/9174fbf158714d76b582b8bc6fe95dcc

e These include streets that lead to Selwyn Village; around Walker Park and to Eric
Armishaw Reserve; and all streets north of Meola Rd which provide access to the
Tennis Club and Bowling Club, the Community Garden, the Pirates Hall, the Sailing
Club, the Serbian Orthodox Church, and Coyle Park and Point Chevalier Beach.

e On these streets, the 30km/h limits are facilitating safer travels for all ages, including
elderly residents and people going to local events, activities, churches, community
courses and meet-ups, and visiting our beaches and parks.

e On this basis, the 30km/h limits are effectively independent of the presence of
schools in the area, and should be allowed to stay in place.

This includes Point Chevalier Rd north of Meola Rd

e The 30km/h limits include Point Chevalier Rd north of Meola, which has a history
of serious crashes causing harm to people and property. It also has high numbers of
people walking, biking, and catching buses, but has only one pedestrian crossing
(near Te Ra Rd), and no cycling facilities at all along 1.3km of road.

e Point Chevalier Rd north of Meola is very wide, especially beyond the bend at
Raymond St, and there is likely a range of perspectives about the ideal speed limit
for this section. However, this stretch of road has a history of serious crashes in
which vehicles have damaged local shops, houses, fences and street trees.

e From a pedestrian perspective, the width of this section of road makes it difficult as
well as dangerous to cross when vehicles are travelling at higher speeds. This is
especially true for very young and old pedestrians, and disabled people.

e There are six paired bus stops along this stretch, as well as shops, cafes, a church, a
community recreation hub, and a community hall — all places where people need to
cross the road for access, whatever travel mode they arrive by. This stretch of road is
also busy year-round with people on foot, on bike and on buses; with locals jogging
or walking dogs; and the many visitors who arrive by car and then walk some
distance to the beach and Coyle Park.

e For these reasons, an appropriate approach for Point Chevalier Rd north of Meola
would be to keep the existing 30km/h speed limit and complement it with additional
physical traffic-calming measures — as requested by locals since at least 2016.

e This offers a significant opportunity to improve pedestrian safety on this section, with
ideally at least one more formal crossing between Te Ra Rd and Coyle Park.

e We also know AT has been working with the Albert-Eden Local Board for years on
plans to extend a safe all-ages bike connection northwards from Meola Rd along
Point Chevalier Rd, using the Local Board Transport Capital Fund. This small
extension could ultimately link Pt Chevalier Beach and Coyle Park — both major
regional amenities — into the city-wide bike network, leveraging the value of recent
investments in safe all-ages cycling connections.



Observationally, speeds on this section of Point Chevalier Rd, including north of
Raymond St, have fallen significantly since the 30km/h limit was implemented. We
have almost a year of local data (via a citizen-owned Telraam) showing that average
operating speeds on this section are now well below 50km/h, with a V85 of ~43 km/h
across the last 3 months. This is surely below the average operating speed of
similarly wide and uncongested thoroughfares across Auckland.

This ongoing speed reduction validates the effectiveness of the 30km/h speed limit
alone, while also offering a compelling argument to continue to improve safety on this
stretch by adding physical elements to help encourage people to stick to the limit.

The Bird Streets are the exception that proves the rule

During the 2022 consultation on the proposed 30km/h limits, community members
presented at the public hearings on the Speed Management bylaw and shared
responses to a snap survey representing over 120 households and 550 people. The
majority of the responses asked AT to also apply 30km/h limits to the Bird Streets
(Moa, Huia and Kiwi), which are notorious high-speed rat-runs.

This request was denied, despite the presence of schools near these streets and the
existence of two kindergartens and several daycares within these streets.

This demonstrates that the presence of schools was not, in fact, a major factor in the
decision-making process for Point Chevalier. If it were true that “a school in the area”
was a reason for our 30 km/h limits, the Bird Streets would have been included.

Signage supports the rationale that these are neighbourhood safe speeds

When implementing the speed limits, AT has used red paint with “30” stencils and
standard 30 signs on poles to indicate the extent and nature of the speed zones.

There is no mention of schools on this general signage. This likely indicates to
people passing through that these are neighbourhood limits, not school limits.

Only two locations in our neighbourhood include specific school signage
(signs reading “KURA/ SCHOOL”) on the standard 30 signs:
o Montrose St, a short cul-de-sac which is home to St Francis School
o Motions Rd, approaching Western Springs College from each direction
(noting that one of these is preceded by a standard 30 sign near the
intersection with Old Mill Rd and Garnet Rd)

As we read it, the Speed Rule says that permanent 30 km/h limits can be kept on
sections of road in front of the school gate, IF these sections adjoin a stretch of road
with a permanent 30 km/h limit that was not implemented for school reasons.


https://telraam.net/en/location/9000006949

e The signage used to implement speed limits in our neighbourhood shows a clear
distinction between ‘school’ speed limits (the two locations mentioned above) and
community-led limits (the balance of 30km/h streets in our neighbourhood).

Our safe speeds should be retained, with community consultation if required

e In the light of all of the above, we believe our community-led permanent 30km/h limits
can stay, and thus so can those at the school gate, as they are adjacent.

e |ndependent analysis commissioned by AT confirms that permanent 30km/h limits
rank the highest for productivity, having minimal impact on travel times while
providing the best safety outcomes and greatest value for money.

e Local support for safer speeds continues to outweigh opposition (55% vs 30% in the
Albert-Eden Local Board area, as per the most recent Verian survey in June 2024).

e By the letter of the Speed Rule, it appears the only permanent 30km/h limit ‘for a
school’ that may need to be reversed (and replaced with a variable time-limited
30km/h zone, at the cost of electronic signs) is on Montrose St. This is a residential
cul-de-sac with many school and church movements. Singling out this one street for
reversal to 50km/h seems a waste of resources, so we hope reason would prevail.

Lastly: it should go without saying that transport planning should be evidence-based and that
road-controlling authorities have a duty of care to ensure all streets are safe for everyone,
including children, at all times of day. And yet we find ourselves having to say it.

It is uncomfortable to find ourselves making distinctions between “school gate streets” and
other streets, especially given three out of four Auckland residents agree there should be
safe speed limits in areas surrounding schools, not just outside the school gate (Verian
survey, June 2024). The Speed Rule is at odds with common sense on this point.

Auckland Transport seems to have taken the stance of reversing safe speeds on any street
where official communication mentioned a school. But a mention of nearby schools, among
a great number of co-benefits, should not be used to justify reversing all safe speeds in a
given neighbourhood. This seems to be the basis of the Hamilton approach, which the
Minister has cited as an example of how safe speeds can be kept with community support.

Our streets, like our places, and like us, are connected: every neighbourhood has a school
and vice versa. Indeed, it would have been odd if AT had not mentioned the existence of
schools in the area, which — along with our parks, playgrounds, and halls, the beach, the
large retirement village, and regional attractions like MOTAT and the Zoo — happen to be
integral and beloved features of our laidback and highly connected peninsula community.

As in many other neighbourhoods across the city, in Point Chevalier there is a compelling
case for safer speeds and a long-standing local consensus on their value, with or without
schools in the picture. We ask you to review your analysis and talk with the minister, to

ensure our community has the opportunity to have a say and keep what's working for us.


https://at.govt.nz/media/1990950/auckland-transport-speed-management-plan-high-level-economic-assessment.pdf
https://at.govt.nz/media/ascalopf/attitudes-to-speed-reductions-june-24.pdf
https://at.govt.nz/media/ascalopf/attitudes-to-speed-reductions-june-24.pdf
https://at.govt.nz/media/ascalopf/attitudes-to-speed-reductions-june-24.pdf

The current 30km/h signage in Point Chevalier
Motlons Rd at OId Mill Rd: a standard 30 sign (note: no KURA/ SCHOOL)

Motions Rd, downhill past the zoo to Western Springs College 30 + KURA/ SCHOOL
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Motions Rd at Gt North Rd approaching Western Springs College: 30 + KURA/ SCHOOL




Miller St at Pt Chevalier Rd, showing typical 30km/h signage for all side streets south of
Meola Rd. (Note: no KURA/ SCHOOL signage)
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Tui Rd, looking east at Moa Rd, showing the beginning of 30kmh zone towards Pasadena
Intermediate School. Note: no KURA/ SCHOOL signage




Pt Chevalier Road, just north of Meola Rd, looking north: 30km/h signage — this applies
everywhere north of Meola Rd, with no KURA/ SCHOOL signage in this area.
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Pt Chevalier Rd just north of Edith St, looking south towards Raymond St dairy corner.
Supplementary 30km/h reminder signage (facing in both directions) is aimed at people
approaching and leaving Coyle Park and the beach. Note: no KURA/ SCHOOL signage.
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A timeline of Point Chevalier community calls for safer streets

2 March 2023: 30km/h zones took effect across most of Point Chevalier (minus the Bird
Streets, Meola Road and Point Chevalier Road south of Meola).

1 January 2023: Facebook post re serious midnight crash at Ro Caffe

The discussion notes it is just one year since a serious (reportedly fatal?) crash at the same
location; need for more traffic-calming; inadequacy of AT’s previous response to calls for
action; red paint alone is not enough.

12 October 2022: NZ Herald on concerns re unsafe driving in Point Chevalier, detailing
recent impacts on people, property, pets. Speed-racing. Hit and run of a child on a bicycle.
Article notes streetscape project starting “early next year” (2023) and incoming 30km/h limits
for all side streets (minus Bird Streets) plus Pt Chevalier Rd north of Meola Rd set to take
effect 2 March 2023.

12/13 April 2022: Northbound car hits dairy on corner of Raymond St/ Pt Chevalier Road,
causing extensive damage.

22/23 February 2022: Major crash at Ro Caffe, on Pt Chevalier Road just south of Raymond
St, southbound vehicle vs buildings, causing serious (reportedly fatal?) injuries and major
damage to structure. See Facebook post with photos and related petition.

December 2021: Car hits bus on Great North Road near Motions Road, eight injured.

30 January 2020: Stuff reports on frustration over night-time speeding/ racing at Coyle Park
end of Point Chevalier Road, notes ongoing calls for action since at least 2016.

5 March 2019: Three-car crash, weekday morning at intersection of Tui and Moa Rd.

November 2017: Paddles, the new Prime Minister’s cat, hit by car on Moa Rd.

January 2017: Auckland City Harbour News reports on calls for speed-calming at Coyle
Park end of Point Chevalier Rd. “Auckland Transport was planning to improve the walking
and cycling facilities along Point Chevalier Rd from the Great North Rd intersection to Meola
Road. This work will be completed by the end of 2018.”

11 November 2016: Te Wahanui reports on local calls to fix speeding on Bird Streets
“before someone is killed.” See related petition.

September 2012: Critical crash, car vs dairy at corner of Pt Chevalier Rd/ Raymond St.

Locals are aware of many other crashes that have not made it into the newspapers, or
the official Crash Analysis System. These are just some:

Pt Chevalier Rd north of Meola:
car vs raised crossing/ fence (recent)
car vs Raymond St corner dairy (multiple in 2010s)
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/4092000084177593/posts/6097134420330806/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/unsafe-driving-culture-pets-killed-hit-and-runs-cars-written-off/53BUI57W4JWXRY7KIAL4CSXT74/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/4092000084177593/posts/5198433463534244/
https://www.change.org/p/auckland-transport-make-point-chevalier-road-safer
https://www.newstalkzb.co.nz/news/auckland/eight-people-injured-following-collision-between-two-vehicles-and-bus-near-auckland-zoo/
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/119098321/speeding-driver-in-aucklands-point-chevalier-gets-rock-thrown-at-windscreen
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/119098321/speeding-driver-in-aucklands-point-chevalier-gets-rock-thrown-at-windscreen
https://news.sky.com/story/paddles-the-new-zealand-pms-famous-cat-dies-in-car-crash-11117994
https://www.stuff.co.nz/auckland/local-news/auckland-city-harbour-news/88816647/point-chevalier-residents-call-for-end-to-speeding-cars
https://www.stuff.co.nz/auckland/local-news/auckland-city-harbour-news/88816647/point-chevalier-residents-call-for-end-to-speeding-cars
https://tewahanui.nz/auckland-issues/residents-want-traffic-calming-measures-before-someone-is-killed
https://www.ipetitions.com/petition/traffic-calming-for-the-bird-streets
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/pursued-car-smashes-into-corner-dairy-video/VDRTCYCJZT2MRY6W2FFZLEJNMQ/
https://spatial.nzta.govt.nz/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=5e2fde731ebe42f69d5d989d02ab1b41

car vs heritage building next to Raymond St dairy (mid 2010s)

car vs street trees north of Raymond (x3 that we know of, one after midnight, one medical
event/fatality)

car vs parked cars (multiple)

car vs barriers at Coyle Park (multiple)

Meola Rd: Joan, the school crossing guard, was injured when hit by a car on the Meola Rd
crossing while at work.

Multiple crashes on the Bird Streets, with cars hitting houses, trees, people, pets.

In early 2022, during AT’s consultation on safer speeds, a group of residents undertook an
initiative to gauge support. Over 48 hours, 120 households responded, representing 550
people of all ages. They shared dozens of personal stories of crashes and near misses.

The results were shared in a 6 April 2022 presentation by Pt Chev community members at
the public hearings for the Speed Limit Bylaw, Phase Three. A key request was that 30km/h
limits should also apply to the Bird Streets for many reasons, including that this area is
traversed by many, if not the majority of, local school children. See slides below.

AT decided against, with one of the reasons being existing operating speeds in the vicinity,
as noted in this peer review, leaving the Bird Streets as a 50km/h zone. To many locals, the
resulting omission of this whole area contradicts the idea that the 30km/h speeds in our
neighbourhood were implemented with the presence of schools in the area as a reason.

This area is
used by kids
from across Pt
Chev to get to
school

edged as unsafe, but it's
he most-used areas by
relling to and from

without parents.
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https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/joan-our-meola-road-crossing-hero
https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/joan-our-meola-road-crossing-hero
https://at.govt.nz/media/1988149/speed-limit-peer-review_phase-three.pdf

What the
future looks
like if this is
not addressed
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to see traffic speed-calming for the
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On Friday night we texted
out a short questionnaire to
gauge feedback

This was not to determine “support” for speed calming

it was to gather insights from people who lived on or near
the 8ird Streets
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Aftermath of some recent serious crashes

Aftermath of February 2022 crash, showing damage at shops just south of Raymond St on
Pt Chevalier Road (this image taken 7 March 2022)
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Lingering debris from Feb 2022 crash, photo taken 28 March 2022

Aftermath of 2 Jan 2023 southbound car crash at shops just south of Raymond St
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Note: this is less than a year after the previous crash at this location. The shops were still
boarded up and awaiting repairs when this second crash happened. Images via Faceboook.

5 March 2019: A three-car crash, weekday morning, intersection of Tui St and Moa Rd.
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/4092000084177593/posts/6097134420330806/

Note: Tui St and roads east of this intersection subsequently became a 30km/h zone.
However, west of Moa Rd, Tui St remains a 50km/h zone, as do all parallel north-south Bird
Streets linking Great North Rd to Meola, plus Walmer Rd and Wakatipu Rd.
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Residents want a say on local speed changes

Pt Chev Safe Speeds Outreach 26-28 April 2025

Over a 48-hour period on a rainy school holiday weekend in late April, we invited
neighbours in Pt Chevalier to share their thoughts about impending speed changes
Auckland Transport is planning in our area. We wanted to learn how people are
feeling about existing 30km/h streets being reversed back to 50km/h.

e In 48 hours, we had responses from dozens of households, representing 137
adults and 104 children, for a total of 241 people. See infographic below.

e Responses came from across Point Chevalier; we asked for a street name so
we could plot the rough distribution on a map of the area. See map below.

e Every respondent supported the statement: “l believe the community
should have a say on any changes to speed limits in our area.”

Many people, including children and Selwyn Village residents, also took the time to
share their personal perspectives. We share their voices on the following pages.
Questions? Contact us at ptchevsafespeeds@icloud.com
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Comments from the Pt Chev community on local safe speeds

KEY THEMES

e concern over lack of consultation on planned reversals
safety benefits of existing 30km/h areas for all travel modes
benefits of safer speeds for older residents
safer speeds enabling independent travel for children
concern for children’s safety on streets in our neighbourhood
negative impacts of crashes on local people and places
other co-benefits of lower speeds (reduction in noise, pollution, emission)
general dismay about going backwards on road safety
particular concern about the safety impacts of the reversals given the recent
local investment designed to encourage more walking and cycling
importance of safe speeds on the north end of Pt Chevalier Road
concerns about impact of higher speeds on pets as well as people

NOTE Two people commented at length on the value of safe speeds and the local
context; these are included at the end. Only one respondent wrote in support of the
planned speed reversals, and they also supported the community having a say.

“Pt Chev road has been much improved since the reduction in speed limit to 30.
Particularly from Te Ra road up. It is a much safer and calmer environment.

This is a community full of families and the ability for children to be able to travel
from their homes to their schools safely is important. It’s not just important while they
are at school. It also makes the whole area safer and more pleasant if speeds are
kept reduced.”

“My son was hit by a car outside of Point]Chevalier School. The car was going 30k.
As a result of his concussion he had 2 years of school with chronic fatigue. Had the
car been going 45 the hospital told us he would be dead. It’s so important we keep

the speed down.”

“Lower speeds make Point Chev a nicer place to live and work — [not] just safety, but
also lower traffic noise and pollution.”

“It's so backwards! | actually expected the entire of Point Chev Road to be made a
30 zone after the recent road works!”



“I've lived in Pt Chev for over 16 years, and | cycle and walk way more than | drive,
because it's such a lovely way to get around, not to mention low carbon. But | do
want to be able to do so safely, and to that end safer speeds are really important to
me. And not just for me, but for all the people in my community, young old and in
between, as everyone knows - because science says so - that everyone is much
safer if speeds are reduced in areas like ours.”

“I have kids that walk and ride bikes to school and | think with all the new bike
crossings on Meola Road it’s important that we have the opportunity to give
feedback from a local point of view.”

“Despite the current 30km slows limit, cars still speed around the streets where my
children walk to school/ from school, it’s actually what | worry about the most as my
kids make [their] way to and from school and the football club.”

“Cars come hooning down our street (Premier) already and Tui, Kiwi and Moa - it’s
so dangerous for the kids crossing.”

“By Point Chev School and on Pt Chev Road down to [Coyle] Park we really

appreciate the speed [limit] staying at 30 km due to the problems over the past 10 to
15 years we have had with boy races and people speeding down Pt Chev Road like
a drag race. This has caused many accidents and many near collisions with children

Finally we had a better balance of speed between vehicles and other forms of travel,
as residents who walk, cycle and drive regularly in our neighbourhood bringing back
50km speeds is absolutely ridiculous particularly with no consultation.”

“Locals fought hard to have these reductions in place initially and to help the safety
of all road users, there is no evidence to suggest speed increases will help with
anything but increased risk of injury or death of pedestrians or cyclists

For the safety of all in our community but especially the kids walking, biking and
playing in our neighbourhood, the speed limit should be kept at 30km/hr. This is
what our community voted for, it’s madness that this is going to be reversed,
especially without community consultation. “

“I walk and ride a bike and would like to have a say in what happens with road
safety”



“I want Pt Chev to be a safe place to walk, run, bike, and play. It’s proven that
reducing speed limits from 50 to 30km/hr saves lives and reduces seriousness of
injuries when there are MVAs.

Mainly because of the length and width of the extended Point Chevalier Rd (Meola to
Coyle Park) which has not had any work like the other half... high speed drivers
coupled with the fact that the park, beach and numerous waterfront car parks which
draw people at all hours of the day and night from a wide area of Auckland.

In such a heavily populated area of families and children, plus a popular destination
for cyclist, this causes a lot of risk. The 30kmh limit should stay in place but it needs
to be sign posted much better than it has been through the test period to have an
impact. 30km signs have been few and hard to spot.”

“Lower speed limits keep my children and my family safer and means we have more
chance of surviving impact from a vehicle. We cycle and walk a lot in the pt Chev
area.”

“I recognize that the 30km speed limit can sometimes be a bit of a pain as a driver
(which | am) but the benefits sooooooo outweigh that minor inconvenience of ones
car journey being delayed by 12 seconds. There are so many kids biking and
walking and having slower traffic around just makes the whole non-driving
experience so much safer and more enjoyable, especially now the improvements
have been finished. Why do drivers have to have everything catering to them???

I live on a street that was (inexplicably in my view) never included on the 30km zone,
despite being v close to the intermediate school) and the way cars speed down this
road and the other bird streets is awful. Keep the 30km!!!”

“This is a family community and many children [are] around walking on their own to
school etc. We would like a say in keeping the streets safe for families.”

“There are a lot of families that live and walk on our street so it’s important to have a
safe speed limit for them. The increased speed limit would also increase the traffic
noise too. The buses are loud enough as it is. And boy racers often hoon down the
street so having an increased speed limit would just encourage them.”

“Kids safety!”



“Our family, with two young children, uses the Pt Chev streets daily to walk, bike, and
scooter to school, sports, clubs, parks, and shops — far more often than we travel by
car. Drivers speeding through our neighbourhood put us at greater risk of danger and
accidents than if they were travelling at a safer 30 km/h.”

“Kids and pets use the back streets including our own Huia rd. Our cat was killed last
year by some car that sped between Wakitipu and Meola, and 30km ph., with
cameras would be my preference. There is a motorway through the middle of the
city. Cars can use those. Suburban residential areas across whole of auckland
should be 30 km ph. Aim to reduce car use!!”

“We have lived on Huia Road in Pt Chev for 12 years. Our children are 11 & 13 and
have learnt to walk and bike across the suburb to and from school, football, the
beach and parks.

We have seen kids struggle to cross the roads throughout pt Chev at rush hour due
to speeding parents and trades people for years and anything that ensures people
have to slow down or be more considerate is a good thing. The safe speed zones
and streets have made many streets safer for kids to move around and reversing
them is a step backwards and will likely have serious consequences.

The same thing happens late in the day. We have observed many children crossing
roads and purely by luck they make it safely to the other side, increasing the speed
would be completely reckless.”

“Point Chevalier is an area with a lot of families and also many elderly people due to
Selwyn Village. People are out and about a lot walking, cycling and running. With the
beach and Coyle Park many people also travel into the area.

As Point Chevalier Road also once had a tramline down to Coyle Park it’s a very
wide road which tempts drivers to go faster than they otherwise might. Combine that
with so many children, elderly people and frequent visitors to the beach/park there’s
so much possibility of tragedy. | would love to see the cycleways and raised
crossings extended down to Coyle Park as that design slows traffic by itself.

Otherwise, keeping the 30kmh is imperative for the safety of our neighbours.”

“My children bike around the neighbourhood, to school, to friends’ houses, to sport,
etc, and that feels safe at the current speed limit. | love the sense of community this
helps foster. | worry about my kids doing this with cars going faster.”



“l have two small children and worry they can’t get to school safely with increased
speed limits.”

“The evidence speaks for itself. Lower speeds, less harm.”

“Our community is full of kids of all ages.”

“I drive, walk and cycle around Pt Chev. When driving, the new 30km/hr speed limits
initially felt just right on some streets but too slow on others. I've new got used to
driving at 30km/hr and increasing those speed limits to 50km/hr seems retrograde
and unsafe. Leave the speed limits as they are.

With the completion of the cycle routes along Pt Chev and Meola roads, cycling has
become an even more appealing proposition around this largely-flat suburb. But
getting to the cycle routes still involves riding on what-can be very busy side roads.
Having a 30km/hr speed limit makes me feel much safer. Leave the speed limits as
they are.”

“I have two children at Pt Chev Primary. Since the slower speed limits came in, | am
a bit more relaxed about sending them off on their bikes to school and to the dairy.
They deserve the freedom from traffic that we all enjoyed as children before traffic
got so heavy.

The 30 km/hr roads are not through streets; we are not making anyone’s commute
slower by keeping their limits low except our own. That’s a trade off I'm very willing to
make.”

“Myself and every member of my family commute by bike and cycle in our
neighbourhood as our preferred form of transport. We are already at risk as the
northern end of Pt Chev does not have any cycle lanes, 30kmph is a much safer
speed for all pedestrians & cyclists in the area plus all the kids going to and from
school.”

“There [are] lots of families in the community and having a 30kmh speed limit keeps
all of us safe particularly when there are lots of kids on bikes / scooters and on
footpaths.”



“I have two young children who love scooting and biking around Pt Chev, so safety
on our streets is very important to me!”

“We walk and bike a lot in the area!”

“I want my kids to be able to use the road safely and for drivers to have sufficient
time to react if they need to. Keeping the speed limit low [allows] this.”

“I have taken part in the two most recent public consultations about safer speeds. |
think public opinion is important but so is evidence and facts. Fact: Higher speeds
have a much greater chance of causing death of serious injury. Adjusting the speeds
in our community back up to more dangerous levels just because some people feel
that way should not be a valid reason.

The bias towards motor vehicles in this community is far too high. We need to make
the streets inviting and safe for everyone regardless of their mode of transportation.
People feel safer when the speed limits are lower. Fact!

Parents are more likely to encourage their children to walk or cycle in their
neighbourhood when traffic speeds are reduced.

The arguments for increasing the speeds in Point Chevalier are flimsy at best and
reckless at worst.”

“l am a kid and | bike everyday and people already are dangerously stupid about
driving [.] my friends [keep] having to bolt at insane speeds to get through because
we are halfway through a driveway and a car pulls out at weirdly fast speeds it's
almost as if they are trying to hit us.”

“There are so many feeder streets into pt chev road that doing 50 is dangerous as
cars are moving through pedestrian/cycle ways from these without checking
properly.

A 30km speed limit means people have better chance of stopping in time if a
pedestrian, bike or other car appears suddenly.

Also so many families with kids and elderly living in area, they have a better chance
to cross [the] road safely without people racing through at 50. As it is the trucks and
buses are not adhering to these speeds all the time.”



“l have 3 kids and speed safety is obviously very important to me.”

“A lot of money has been spent to make point chev safe for kids and cyclists - it is
madness to undermine this for cars to be travelling 50 ok these quiet shared streets.

All secondary suburban roads should be 30 km/h as there are pedestrians,
particularly children, and research shows this reduces injuries and deaths if there are
accidents. It also creates a far safer atmosphere which is very important for local
residents. Pt Chevalier is a perfect suburb for creating a safe multi-modal transport
area feeding into primary commuting routes.”

“I am in favour of returning the speed limits to what the limits were prior to the Labour
government changes, while still ensuring the streets immediately surrounding
schools are kept safer during pick up and drop off times. | would like to share this
information with local and central Government.

The speed limit changes were a solution looking for a problem. Labour government
"sheep"” followed the directives of the United Nations without any specific
consideration for whether there was a traffic incident history in the areas where limits
were being decreased. Point Chev had no significant history of traffic incidents prior
to the limits being decreased.

Pt Chev Rd north of Meola should never have been decreased. No car or bus drives
down that road at 30km/hr because it's a ludicrous limit. | frequently am tailgated,
and am sometimes overtaken, by cars if | drive at 30km/hr down that stretch of road.
That's more dangerous than cars going at a reasonable 50km/hr on a very wide
street with good visibility and good crossings in place. What's worse, is that Police
resources are sometimes directed to enforce the limit on Meola Road. Ticketing
people doing 40 or 50 in a 30 zone is a complete waste of police resources. They
have better things to do with their time, such as police our town centre (which they
rarely do).

The only limit | am in favour of below 50km/hr is in the streets surrounding our
schools during peak pick up and drop off times. | see this is what is planned, and |
applaud this control.

Note that, while Pt Chev Road north of Meola sometimes experiences idiots driving
up and down that stretch of road at night, this has nothing to do with the speed limits.
Idiots will be idiots regardless of what limit is in place. Other measures should be
taken to control their behaviour.”



Two longer responses from respondents

This Government claims to base its policies on evidence. Simeon Brown and his
successor know what the evidence shows around safer speeds. AT research itself
shows that safer speeds since their inception have lowered Deaths and Serious
Injuries. The evidence from overseas is clear: slower speeds equals less accidents
and less serious accidents. New Zealand’s DSI rate is appalling in comparison to
equivalent jurisdictions overseas. In 2023 New Zealand had the 4th worst DSI rate of
32 high income countries behind the USA, Chile and Argentina. Our DSI rate is 60%
higher than Australia.

If you’re concerned with lost productivity (as our current Government claims it is)
then look at the pure monetary cost of our DSI’s: $12 billion dollars per annum in
2022. That would replace a few hips and build a few schools. And, this is all aside
from the terrible price of grief, pain and possible long-term incapacitation. My mother
turned 91, 10 days ago. She lives in Alberta St and regularly walks up to the Pt Chev
town centre to shop or use public transport. She is one of the many vulnerable
people, young and old that the safer streets policy help protect. And she votes!

Is it any coincidence that New Zealand’s road toll last year was the lowest in 10
years? | don’t think so. And how much time is actually saved in travelling at 50km/hr
Vs 30km/hr from your driveway to the nearest 50km/hr major road? It's measured in
seconds. But the difference in the damage done if you strike a pedestrian with your
car is substantial. It’s like the difference in falling from a 3rd floor building or falling
from a 1st floor. Simeon Brown knows this but has chosen to ignore it. Evidence
based policy? Really?

Paris, under the leadership of Mayor Anne Hildalgo has shown what can be done
with vision and transformational leadership in a few short years. Paris now has over
1,000 km of cycle paths with plans to add 180 km more in the next few years. | was
there last year, just after the Olympics and the transformation was astounding from 6
years ago. Cyclists in Paris are assertive but relaxed. Why? Because they know their
rights and they claim them. | didn’t see any cars honking at cyclists or abuse from
motorists. Why? Because drivers know cyclists have priority. The same thing
happens in Copenhagen and Amsterdam. | was in Tokyo last year and noted that
every side road and back street off the main roads are either 30km or 40km zones.

In New York, Mayor Bill de Blasio in 2019 established a ‘Safer Streets’ initiative. Who
would believe the transformation of Times Square to a place where residents feel

safer and attest to ‘less horn honking’!

| believe it is your duty to follow community will, which is in favour of safer streets.




On Proposed Speed Limit Increase — Pt Chev Rd (Meola Rd to Coyle Park)

Executive Summary

We are long-term residents of Pt Chevalier, residing between Coyle Park and north
of Meola Road. We strongly oppose the proposed increase in the speed limit along
Pt Chevalier Rd between Meola Rd to Coyle Park and adjacent side streets. This
stretch of road services key community amenities, has seen a significant increase in
young families and active pedestrian use, and has already benefited from recent
infrastructure improvements aimed at calming traffic and improving safety.

Raising the speed limit would be counter-intuitive, regressive, and would put
vulnerable road users at greater risk. We respectfully urge Auckland Transport to
reject the proposed increase and instead focus on measures that further enhance
safety and preserve the community character of Pt Chevalier.

Full Submission

We have been residents of Pt Chevalier for many years, living between Coyle Park
and the northern side of Meola Road. This section of Pt Chevalier Rd forms the heart
of a vibrant community, providing access to major local amenities such as Coyle
Park, Pt Chevalier Primary School, Walker Park, the Pt Chev Pirates Rugby League
club rooms, the local tennis and bowling clubs, a church, and Point Chevalier Beach
— one of Auckland’s most popular inner-harbour beaches — along with the adjacent
yacht club.

Pt Chevalier Rd is not a major commercial or arterial route. It is a residential isthmus
with only a small number of local businesses, supporting a well-established,
cohesive community. Increasing the speed limit would not meaningfully improve
traffic flow or economic productivity. Instead, it would degrade safety and quality of
life for residents and visitors alike.

Over the past two decades, there has been a clear demographic shift in the
neighbourhood: younger families have replaced many older residents. As a result,
the area has become more dense with increased outdoor activity, with more children,
parents, cyclists, dog-walkers, and other pedestrians using the streets, footpaths,
and parks on a daily basis.

However, alongside this positive growth, | have also observed a worrying rise in
dangerous driving behaviours, particularly by boy racers. Pt Chevalier Rd’s relatively
wide and flat layout - coupled with lower traffic volumes - unfortunately encourages
speeding.

Two incidents stand out in my memory:
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* In one, a boy racer crashed into a power pole near Coyle Park. When confronted,
the driver admitted that he used Pt Chevalier Road as a “natural drag strip” because
no such “facility” existed near his own neighbourhood.

* In another, a schoolboy crossing the road near the Pt Chev Pirates club rooms was
deliberately struck and seriously injured by a speeding driver in a hit-and-run
incident. The driver was never apprehended.

These are not isolated events. They represent a broader, persistent issue:
dangerous speeding on a road heavily used by families, children, and pedestrians.

Furthermore, it is important to highlight that major upgrade works were recently
completed along Meola Rd and the southern stretch of Pt Chevalier Rd leading to
Great North Rd. These works significantly narrowed both roads to provide new
cycle-ways and wider pedestrian walkways. One of the most significant and positive
outcomes of this investment has been the impact on motorist behaviour: overall
speeds have decreased, and road safety for all users has improved noticeably.

Proposing to now raise the speed limit on Pt Chevalier Road is counter-intuitive and
undermines the very improvements Auckland Transport has so carefully
implemented along Meola Rd and the adjoining section of Pt Chevalier Rd. It is
regressive, out of step with recent progress, and would directly contradict efforts to
create safer, more accessible streets.

For all these reasons, our household firmly opposes any increase in the speed limit
on Pt Chevalier Road. In fact, we believe that further traffic-calming measures —
including the maintenance or reduction of current speed limits — are essential to
protecting the character, safety, and vitality of our community.

Pt Chevalier is a cool residential neighbourhood, not a race track. Our streets are
used by toddlers, schoolchildren, families, dog-walkers, runners with strollers,
cyclists, skateboarders, beach goers, and sports teams — not by fast-moving traffic.

Conclusion

We call on Auckland Transport to:

* Prioritise the safety and well-being of Pt Chevalier residents and visitors.

* Reject any proposal to increase speed limits between Meola Road and Coyle Park.
* Focus instead on enhancing the safe, community-centered environment that has
already been developed through recent infrastructure investments.

Protect our children.

Protect our neighbourhood.

Protect the spirit of Pt Chevalier.

Speed limit increases have no place here — and any move that endangers our
community will be strongly opposed
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